
  

Celebrating 45 Years! 

 

Dear Friend of Orchard Hill, 

 

 Forty-five years ago a group of people with a dream began searching to find a 

camp property that would serve children, youth and families in the northeast.  After 

an extensive search they purchased the property known today as Camp Orchard 

Hill. 

 

 From its humble beginnings in 1972 as primarily a summer camp serving an 

average of 180 guests to the present with over 11,000 guests each year, God has 

blessed the Orchard Hill ministry tremendously!  Camp is and always has been 

about relationships – campers and counselors, youth leaders and students, parents 

and children and most importantly our relationship with God. 

 

 Throughout this year we have been celebrating 45 years of camp stories 

through our social media sites.  It has been so exciting to hear all of the ways that 

people have been blessed over the years through the ministry of Camp Orchard Hill.  

Allow me to share just one of these amazing stories. 

 

 In the summer of 2010, I gave my heart to Christ on the back porch of Maple, 

hoping He would be able to put my life back together. I remember the words of the 

speaker…I remember the hurt and pain that were consuming my life…and I remember 
my counselor encouraging me with Scripture and the truth of God. He used that week 

to change my heart and the direction of my life. 

Now, I’m a few months away from being a nurse. The Lord is calling me into this 
profession to share the love of Jesus and His redeeming grace with my patients on 

perhaps the worst day of their lives. The Lord has also given me a special vision for 

service in Africa. I’ve made medical trips to Rwanda and the Republic of Congo over 
the last several years, and I am convinced there will be more in the future. The Lord 

used three years in the Leadership Training program to grow my heart for this work. 

He used three summers on staff to teach me the joy and love of serving Him. The Lord 

used my time at Camp Orchard Hill to prepare and equip me for this specific 

calling…to share the hope of Christ a continent away, with those captured every day in 

poverty and sickness.  Paige (Summer Staff 2013-16) 

 

 As we celebrate 45 years, I’m thinking about the coming months and years.  
We need your help and prayers to continue to meet the physical, emotional, 

relational and spiritual needs of every guest. 

 

 With God’s blessing and your help we will continue to run summer day 

and overnight camps, inclusive camp programs for special needs children, winter 

retreats, family camps, men’s and women’s retreats and even expand our family 

events throughout the year. 

 



  

 With God’s blessing and your help we will continue to meet the needs of the “least of these” through after-school programs at low-income housing 

developments, Christmas at Camp for area homeless men and scholarship help to 

hundreds of children and families throughout the year. 

 

 With God’s blessing and your help we will continue to meet the needs of 

our community through recreational programs, banquets, school strike camps, birthday parties, Parent’s Night Out babysitting programs and so much more. 

 

 I am excited about the future of Camp Orchard Hill.  Even now we are 

finalizing designs and plans to construct new lodge housing that will replace the 

existing cabins and include bathrooms and showers for each suite and a central 

meeting room in each building. 

 

 As I look to the coming year . . . our team will mount major initiatives across 

our region to help children, youth and families.  We will continue to develop new 

and innovative programs that meet the needs of young people.  And, we will look for 

new ways to expand and improve our existing programs.  

 

 With God’s blessing and your help we can do all of this and more.  Will you 

help us today?   

  
Your gift – regardless of size – will make a difference in the lives of children, 

youth and families.  What’s more, any gift helps us as we end this calendar year and 
begin to prepare for the large numbers we expect to serve next year. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration!  

 

Gratefully, 

 
Jim Payne 

Executive Director  

   

 
P.S.  If you have already sent a gift, please accept my greatest thanks – but also my 
apologies for receiving this letter.  And, if you have not given a year-end gift, would you 
consider sending a gift today?  A special contribution of $250, $100, $50 or whatever you 
can afford will be used to make a difference in the lives of every guest. 


