
 

Camp Orchard Hill 

640 Orange Road 

Dallas, PA 18612 

I never fail to be amazed about how fast time goes by . Here it is another summer over 

and before we know it Winterblast will be in full swing.  Summer was fast and furious.  

We tried some new things, kept some old things and had a ridiculous amount of fun.   

 

Hats off to our new cook, Stephanie Sheridan.  Steph did a great job for us this summer 

and I was grateful that a summer in the kitchen did not scare her off.  She is a pleasure to 

work with and her sweet voice and calm presence helped me immensely this summer.  

She is looking forward to the break that Fall and Winter brings but is continuing to learn 

more and more about food service ï Camp Orchard Hill style.  

 

Our summer staff did a great job for us and itôs always hard to see them leave when 

camp is over.  We spend a lot of time together and the bonds that we make in the kitchen truly remain after 

camp is over. 

 

Weôve  now moved into our Fall rental season.  Every season brings a unique beauty to the camp, but my per-

sonal favorite is Fall.  The mornings and evenings are cool which makes for perfect campfire weather.  The 

days warm up which allows really great time on the fields, at the lake or on the hiking trails.  We get to serve 

cool Autumn food like Pumpkin Nut Pancakes, Fresh Apple Crisp and some of our homemade soups.  As 

much as I hopefully will someday move close to the seashore, Northeastern Pennsylvania in the Fall is spec-

tacular.  Itôs not too early to start thinking about Fall 2010 and what a great place camp would be to bring your 

group.   Spring reservations are starting now, so give me a call if youôre considering a Spring retreat. 

 

Well Iôm off now to figure out whatôs for dinner at the Stullôs.  I always say during the summer months that 

the best fed kids are at Camp Orchard Hill and the worst fed kids are the Stullôs!   Time to make up for too 

much pizza, camp leftovers and McDonalds.  Have a Blessed Holiday Season and remember to check out our 

website to see whatôs going on here at  COH. 

 

Love and Peace to you all. 

Guest  Serv ices D i recto r ðLisa Stu l l  
 

Lisaôs House 
TOP 10 NEEDS LIST  

 

1. Car for Travel 

2. Replacement windows for 

the farm house 

3. New oil furnace for the 

staff house 

4. Landscaping around the 

gym 

5. Utility vehicle ï golf cart, 

JD Gator, Kawasaki Mule 

6. Carpet for the Apple Tree 

7. Snow plow for pickup 

truck 

8. Gym Scoreboard 

9. Backhoe 

10. Paint the 15 passenger van 

 
If you would like to help with any 
of these needs, please contact 
Jim Payne at  
570-333-4098 
jpayne@camporchardhill.com 

Deeply Rooted 
Summer Camp  

 
This summer, at Camp Or-

chard Hill, we recorded that 

68 kids made the decision 

to put their trust in Jesus as 

Savior for the first time. 

Another 126 campers made 

a recommitment to Jesus or 

another spiritual decision. 

We had an overwhelmingly 

amazing group of mighty 

young men and women who 

made up our staff and our 

largest group ever of phe-

nomenal leadership training 

campers.   

 

 

WinterBlast 
 2010 

 
We have everything that 

you keep coming back for, 

including: tubing down the 

lodge hill onto Lake Manjo, 

snow football, inspiring 

worship and challenging 

speakers, inflatable games 

(this year with a gladiator 

twist), another experiential 

worship workshop, pretzel 

sandwiches, gaga, paintball, 

hanging out with your best 

friends, building relation-

ships with your youth, and 

much more! Itôs exactly 

what you need to encourage 

you and to challenge you to 

grow in the midst of a cold 

winter season. Donôt miss 

out! 

Letôs Get Ready to RRRRUMBLLLLLE! 
By Derek Hodne 
Program Director 
 
Thatôs the catchphrase of famous 

boxing and wrestling announcer, 

Michael Buffer.  

 

Now that summer camp is over, itôs time to 

get back to school. Exciting, I know. But 

does school, or even just your life outside of 

camp, ever feel like a battleground? If youôre 

anything like me, it does.  

 

As you face this spiritual warfare with the 

devil, your own flesh, and the world, I want 

to challenge you to be like Benaiah. He is 

one of the mighty men of David, 37 particu-

larly valiant warriors whose names are listed 

2 Samuel 23 along with some of their coura-

geous acts.   

 

1 Peter 5:8 says, ñYour enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour.ò Benaiah knew this first-

hand as he "went down and killed a lion in 

the middle of a pit on a snowy day"(2 Sam. 

23:20). He was not caught off guard, but took 

the offensive and went down into the pit. He 

killed the lion in the middle of the pit--not 

while he was backed into a corner! Are we 

courageous like Benaiah or are we running 

scared? Remember that there is no armor for 

the back of the Christian soldier in Ephesians 

6:13­-17! We are commanded to "resist the 

devil" and we are promised that he will "flee 

from us" (James 4:7). 

 

Benaiah also showed his might by overcom-

ing "two of Moab's best men." The Moabites 

were physically related to Israel and yet they 

were enemies. In terms of our spiritual war-

fare the Moabites are like "the fleshò, or the 

sinful fallen human nature that we all pos-

sess. While "the flesh" is closely related to 

every one of us, it is our deadly enemy and 

must be overcome if we are to become 

mighty believers. (See Galatians 5:16­17.) 

"Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to 

your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impu-

rity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 

idolatry" (Colossians 3:5). 

 

Finally, Benaiah showed his might by killing 

an impressive Egyptian (v21). Egypt was an 

enemy of Israel, and, in our picture of spiri-

tual warfare, Egypt represents the world. As 

God redeemed His people out of Egypt, so 

God has redeemed us out of this world.  

 

Is your name recorded on God's list of 

mighty Christians? Every man who joined 

David in the wilderness entered into his king-

dom, but only a few made the list of mighty 

men. Every Christian is in the kingdom of 

Christ, but only those Christians who are 

willing to serve our King with courage and 

loyal devotion, in spite of the storms of life, 

will stand out as His "mighty ones." *  

*Adapted from:              

www.growingchristians.org/dfgc/mighty.htm, 

a devotional by David R. Reid  
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

October 17                     Workday 

 

October 24                      Workday 

 

October 30-31                Camptoberfest Paint Ball Retreat  

Four Awesome Fields. Scenario Games. Lunch Festival with live 

music! 

 

November 6-8                Band of Brothers Menôs Retreat  

It's Adventure - It's Adrenaline - It's Men at Their Best  

 

Dec 31ðJan 1               New Yearôs Eve Lock -In 

Come Lock-In the New Year at Camp Orchard Hillôs Big Apple-

Bash! Sports, games, movies, food, and Prizes!  

January ï March 2010    WinterBlast Retreats 

The whole package: Great Spiritual Direction, Great Program, 

Great Food. Youth Pastors: we do the work, you build relation-

ships! 

 

 

 

  

For more information on upcoming events, visit our 

website at:   www.camporchardhill.com 

http://www.growingchristians.org/dfgc/mighty.htm


 

The Inaugural Summer  
By Jody Dutton 

Community Services Director 

Woodward Skate 
Park  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer we became aware 

of an opportunity to purchase a 

Woodward skate park at a sub-

stantially reduced price.  We 

were able to purchase the 

slightly used skate park for 

$30,000, a fraction of the origi-

nal price of $83,000.  And, the 

seller gave us three years to pay 

the balance.   

 
Plans are underway to use the 

skate park as an outreach by 

having a community Skate 

Demo with a Christian skate 

team.  We also plan on opening 

the park this fall for area resi-

dents.   

 

New Waterslide is a 

Huge Splash! 
 

 

 

The new 

Vortex 

water slide 

was in-

stalled at the pool just in time 

for the summer program.  With 

its thrilling 315 degree cork-

screw and 20 foot fully-

enclosed runway, the new slide 

was a huge hit with our camp-

ers.   

 

The project was fully funded by 

friends of Camp Orchard Hill 

and installed by camp  

staff. 

 

Gifts in Memorial 
 

In Memory of   

Warren Fitzgerald 

 

In Memory of Sean Weed 

 

 

New Office Building Project Underway !  
 

 

 

Birthday Parties at 
Camp Orchard Hill 

 
Our new 
Birthday 
Party 
packages 
include a 

smattering of interesting activities 
led and supervised by camp staff.  
 
We offer 4 different packages. A 
Gym Party, All Camp Party, 
Bounce House Party and Paintball 
Party.  
 
View our packages on our web-
site. www.camporchardhill.com/
birthdayparties.php 

 

 

Wow!  We made it! 

 

A whole summer flew by and we survived 

the 50% increase in attendance at Day 

Camp.  This summer was a record breaking 

summer with 489 local kids coming 

throughout our 9-week program.  Not only 

did we break our all summer total, our aver-

age camper per week ratio was larger than 

any past week in Day Camp history.   

 

The summer of 2009 was fun filled and ex-

citing with new trips to a local water park, 

horseback trail riding, a 

local apple orchard, and 

the local movie theatre.  

Campers really enjoyed 

choosing their own ac-

tivities and making de-

cisions about where 

they wanted to spend 

free-time instead of 

doing all activities in 

their groups.   

 

I believe it is a fair statement to say that the 

most loved elective of the summer was 

dodgeball!  Over half the Day Camp popu-

lation of  any given week, chose  

dodgeball when it was offered, thus leaving us no 

choice but to offer it twice a week.   

All in all, the summer was a huge success made 

possible by our awesomely mature 

staff.  Adding up the amount of 

camp experience possessed by our 

staff, we had a combined 33 years of 

experience. 

 

Looking forward to the summer of 

2010 we hope to duplicate this staff 

maturity and continue to grow the 

Day Camp program by adding a 

transportation option to the Wyo-

ming Valley. We will continue to 

develop electives and activities that appeal to the 

local youth such as Red Cross swimming lessons 

and extended hours of operation. 

 

Community Events  

We are offering numerous community pro-

grams throughout this school year such as: a 

Babysitting Service, Dodgeball/Co-ed Volley-

ball/Floor Hockey Intramurals, an Open Gym 

night, and Birthday Party Packages.   

The Babysitting Service will 

run every 3rd Thursday of the 

month. It is for ages 3-13 and 

includes three areas of interest, 

the game room, the gym and a 

movie showed on the big 

screen.   

Our intramurals are currently scheduled to start 

in October, with Dodgeball.  This will be a 10 

week league with two divisions: one for ages  

10-15 and the other for ages 16 and up.  Co-ed 

Volleyball will be an age 16 and up league 

starting in January and Floor Hockey will be a 

youth league for ages 10-15 starting in Febru-

ary.    

Our Open Gym nights will begin in 

December and run on Monday nights, 

opening up the gym to community 

members and families, allowing them 

to come and utilize our facility.   

 All information on these community programs 

can be viewed on our website 

www.camporchardhill.com/

communityevents.php 

Alumni News 
Marriages: 

 
Eric Carpenter (1997, 1999-2003, 

2005-2006) and Rebecca Haw-

thorne (2004-2006) were married 

on July 4. 

 

Matt Tarr and Mel Walsh (2002-

2004, 2006-2007) were married 

on June 6.  The couple is cur-

rently residing in the Clarks Sum-

mit area. 

 

Dan Dutton and Jody Tripler 

(2001, 2005-2006) were married 

on May 30.  Jody graduated from 

Houghton College and was hired 

as the Community Services Direc-

tor at Camp Orchard Hill.  Dan 

and Jody reside at the camp. 

 

Daniel Feria and Kristina Horyn 

(2000-2002, 2006) were married 

on September 5.   

 

Tori Gray (2009) and Tim Carey 

were married on July 4. The cou-

ple resides in Swoyersville, PA 

 

 

Births:  
Matthew and Katrina Kleva 

Haviland (2002-2006) had a baby 

boy, Miles James on January 31, 

2009. 
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Come and Join Us  

As I reflect back on all that God has done so far 

this year at camp, I am thankful.  We saw God 

work in very tangible ways.  We saw family rela-

tionships restored.  We saw our camp community 

exemplify the love of Christ by the way they cared 

for each other.  We saw campers make decisions to 

trust Jesus.  Iôd like to share just a few of the com-

ments we received this year. 

 

A father wrote ñYour staff has really done a 

tremendous job from the food to activities 

to praise and worship!  This whole week-

end has built friendship and lasting 

memories for me and my son.ò 

Families wrote ñTo me it was very educa-

tional, very spiritual, there was always 

something to do and the food was excel-

lent.ò  ñCOH has changed our family and 

helped to bring many members to the 

Lord.ò 

This summer students wrote ñI decided to 

deeply root myself to God and spend 

more time with Him daily.ò  ñIt was life 

changing to me.  I felt like a new person.ò   

ñI accepted Christ as my Savior and have 

decided to trust him with everything.ò 

 

We continue to strive to meet the physical, social, 

emotional and spiritual needs of our guests.  From 

our retreat programs to our summer camps to our 

facilities, our staff is committed to making your 

experience the best possible.   

 

In his book ñExperiencing Godò, Henry Blackaby 

says to look around and see where God is at work, 

then go there and join Him.  God is working at 

Camp Orchard Hill and I invite you to come and 

join us.  Whether itôs helping out on a work day, 

volunteering in the kitchen, or making a financial 

gift, you will be blessed by serving others. 

Jim Payne 

Executive Director 

On September 14, we broke 

ground on the new Office 

Building and Welcome Center 

project.  The new addition is a 

completion of the original vi-

sion for the recreation center 

which was broken into phases 

due to financial constraints.  It 

will include a lobby complete 

with Wi-Fi services, office for 

our growing staff and a confer-

ence room.  

 

Since the construction of the 

recreation center in 2005, 

camp attendance has grown by 

over 50%.  Our Winter Blast 

retreats serve over 2000 chil-

dren and youth each year and 

are growing.  Our Day Camp 

program grew by 50% this 

summer and serves nearly 500 

children from the local com-

munity.  And, we are expand-

ing the use of the recreation 

center by offering recreational 

leagues, birthday parties, 

babysitting services and an 

after-school care program. 

 

The time has come to finish 

Phase 2 of the recreation cen-

ter.  Our current office is lo-

cated at the very end of our 

driveway, certainly not an 

ideal location.  With the addi-

tion of new staff members, we 

have outgrown our current 

office space.  The new office 

building and welcome center 

will help us better meet the 

needs of our guests and in-

crease the productivity of our 

staff. 

With only minor renova-

tions, we can convert the 

current office building into 

additional housing for vol-

unteers, staff and guests.  

Our existing office will 

house 30 additional guests.  

This means an additional 

330 campers will be able 

to attend our Winter Blast 

program alone. 

 

The cost of the project is 

$225,000.  We have al-

ready received lead gifts of 

$155,000.  Praise the 

Lord!  We need to raise an 

additional $70,000 to fin-

ish the project debt-free.  

We hope to finish the pro-

ject by the end of 2009. 


